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SUBJECT: RESTRICTIONS ON SINGAPORE TELEVISION 
EXPORTS TO UK 

1 . IN WHAT IS BILLED AS A MAJOR POLICY TURN-AROUND, 

THE PRESS REPORTS THAT HITACHI TELEVISION OE SINGAPORE 
HAS JOINED AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN BRITAIN AND SINGAPORE 
TO LIMIT THE GROWTH OF EXPORTS OF MONO-CHROME TELE- 
VISION RECEIVERS TO THE UK. BRITISH OFEICIALS HAVE 

BREN GREATLY CONCERNED FOR SOME TIME ABOUT HOW TO 
STEM THE GROWTH OF TELEVISION SETS IMPORTED FROM 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SINGAPORE. SINGAPORE EXPORTED 45,693 MONO-CHROME SETS 
TO BRITAIN DURING THE FIRST THREE MONTHS OF THIS YEAR, 
ALMOST A 33 PERCENT INCREASE OVER THE LST QTR 77. 

2. THIS REVERSAL OE POLICY IS SEEN HERE AS A CONCESSION 
BY THE PARENT COMPANY, HITACHI OF JAPAN, WHICH IS IN 
THE MIDDLE OF A ROW OVER WHETHER IT WILL BE ALLOWED TO 
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SET UP A FACTORY NEAR NEWCASTLE IN NORTHEAST ENGLAND. 

THE BRITISH TELEVISION MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY IS 
STRONGLY OPPOSED TO HITACHI PLANS FOR AN ASSEMBLY 
PLANT HERE, BELIEVING THAT IT COULD MEAN A NET LOSS OF 
2,250 TO 6,000 JOBS IF THE FACTORY WERE TO BE USED TO 
ASSEMBLE LARGELY JAPANESE COMPONENTS. 

3. DISCUSSIONS WITH HITACHI ARE CONTINUING ON WHETHER 
A PLANT WILL BE ALLOWED AND IF SO THE DEGREE TO WHICH IT 
WOULD BE PERMITTED TO USE IMPORTED COMPONENTS VERSUS 
UK PRODUCED COMPONENTS. THE SINGAPORE CONCESSION IS 
BEING LABELLED A GESTURE DESIGNED TO TRY TO TAKE SOME 
OF THE HEAT OUT OF THIS HITACHI FACTORY CONTROVERSY. 
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